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Volume 9, Number 3 
The  Critical Importance 
of Slovenian Book History : 
A Journey to the Heart of a Nation 
hhha Kovae 
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 
As Jonathan Rose and Ezra Greenspan state 
in their Introduction to the first volume of 
Book Histoty (1998), the Information 
Revolution has driven us to explore the 
social transformation brought on by writing 
and print technoloses strmlar to the way in 
which industrial societies of the nineteenth 
century "invented the disciphe of economic 
h s  tory to explain the origins and conse- 
quences of the Industrial Revolution" (x). 
The hstory of book publishng has thus 
become one of the keys for understanhg 
modern information societies. Understand- 
ing the ways in which people exchanged 
information, ideas, aesthetic experiences, 
beliefs and prejudtces in book format 
throughout the modern age, has not only 
become one of the many academic dtsciplines 
dealing with cultural hlstory, but has become 
one of the important tools for understand- 
ing contemporary societies. 
In the Slovenian case, thls tool could be even 
more useful than in other cultures. Slovenes 
dtd not constitute their nation state unul 
1991, when the escalation of Serbian 
nationahsm literally forced them to escape 
from Yugoslavia. Before that, they spent six 
hundred relatively calm years in the Austrian 
Empire under Habsburg rule, and, after the 
collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire in 
the twentieth century, eighty rather frenetic 
years moving from one state to another 
without ever leaving their territories. Slovenes 
born at the begnning of the twentieth 
century and lucky enough to have a long life 
had a unique opportunity to live in six 
different states without ever leaving their 
hometowns. Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy 
tried to destroy Slovenes as an ethnic 
community, and, in the Austrian Empire and 
the first Yugoslavia, Slovenes had to fight for 
their national rights. All these revolutions 
make book history research very Qfficult: 
those archives of the pre-war Slovene 
publishng houses that survived the Italian 
and German occupation, were destroyed 
when the comm-unists took power after 
1945. 
Only in Tito's authoritarian Yugoslavia and, 
of course, in independent Slovenia, was it 
considered normal to use Slovenian as the 
principal and official language of communi- 
cation. Furthermore, independent Slovenia 
is not only the first nation-state in whch 
Slovenes represent the vast majority, but it is 
also the first fully democratic state in which 
they have lived. 
The majority of the archives of publishmg 
houses which survived the First World War 
and subsequent economic turmoil, and 
whlch shaped life in the hngdom of 
Yugoslavia between the wars, were destroyed 
during the Italian and German occupations. 
The archves of publishing firms that sur- 
vived the Second World War were destroyed 
when communists took power after 1945. 
Research on pre-war book hstory has thus 
had to rely mostly on sources such as letters 
and magazine articles. On a positive note, the 
Slovene national library successfully stored 
t h s  type of cultural heritage, in spite of the 
dtfficulties posed by political turmoil. The 
situation improved after 1945 and after 1989 
because Yugoslavia was much more market- 
oriented than other socialist states. The 
majority of Slovenian publ ishg houses 
survived the fall of socialism. To a certain 
extent they had started to conduct their 
businesses on market terms as early as the 
sixties, and thus adapted - much more 
successfully than other east-European 
publishng houses - to a "pure" market 
Summer 200 
economy after 1989. The main feature of 
Yugoslavia's "socialist market economy" was 
much greater autonomy for the companies 
than was the case in other socialist countries. 
Of course, there was sdl  no private owner- 
shp, and, at the end of the day, these comp- 
anies were stdl controlled by the communist 
party. Throughout their existence, most of 
the publ ishg companies systematically 
archved at least some of their business 
activities and edttorial correspondences, and 
made them available to researchers. 
The first studies which may be considered 
"book history" appeared after 1989. These 
were mostly written under the rubric of 
Slavic or Library Studtes. Martin Znidersic 
wrote a survey of Slovenian book publishmg 
from its begnnings to the present day and 
contributed many articles about Slovene 
publishmg houses to the Slovene national 
encyclopedn.' In the Seventies, he started 
empirical research on r e a h g  habits among 
Slovenes and, together with a team of re- 
searchers, he published his survey results 
every five years.' Dusan Moravec wrote an 
interesting and duminating study on 
Slovenian publishng between the two world 
wars and I have researched the hstory of the 
Slovene national encyclopedia and analyzed 
the role of the book in the Slovene national 
identity.3 
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It is very difficult to explain how Slovenes 
managed to preserve their national identity at 
all in such a turbulent and mostly hosale 
environment. One could say that in terms 
of national identity Slovenes were rather like 
split personalities. On the one hand, they 
were unable to make their own nation state - 
but on the other, they were strong enough to 
resist a s s d a t i o n  pressures for about four 
hundred years. There is a belief that one of 
the most important reasons for the preserva- 
tion of their identity is found in their 
attitudes towards their national literature. 
This was not only widely read, but also frlled 
the empty space where other national 
institutions were supposed to be. In other 
words, people in Slovenia believed that 
throughout the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries literature and language played a role 
as a surrogate nation-state. 
Some Slovene scholars claim that h s  belief 
is a myth; they have even proved that there 
were other institutions whlch played crucial 
roles in the m a h g  of the Slovenian nation. 
Furthermore, some of them t h k  that ths  
myth was invented by some men of letters 
with the intention of claiming an informal 
power whch does not usually accrue to 
writers. Even if we completely reject ths  
attitude towards literature as a myth, there 
sd l  remains the fact that people believed in it 
- and if people believe in somethmg, their 
belief shapes their behavior and their values. 
In other words, a belief that literature played 
a crucial role in nationhood had important 
repercussions. It not only shaped people's 
ethnic identity and their attitude towards 
literature, but also towards books and 
everythrng connected with the book busi- 
ness. When we speak about Slovenian books 
and Slovenian publishmg, we thus also speak 
about a social mechanism that enabled 
Slovenes to itnagme their community as an 
ethnic and cultural entity. When one deals 
with book history, one deals with one of the 
cornerstones of national identity. 
Slovene book and publishmg hstory 
becomes even more important if we use it as 
a measure of the strength and importance of 
an educated middle class and market values 
in society. Before the nineteenth century the 
majority of Slovenes were peasants. Those 
few who reached hgher and graduated from 
university became priests, or made their 
professional careers in a German-speaking 
environment. T h s  lack of an educated, non- 
clerical Slovenian middle class had a signtfi- 
cant effect on the development of Slovenian 
publishg. Because there was no middle 
class who would read novels, essays and 
reference books in Slovenian, there was no 
market basis for non-clerical publishing. The 
frrst commercial publishers of such materials 
appeared as late as the early twentieth century, 
when Slovenian lawyers, doctors, entrepre- 
neurs and journalists (in short, an educated 
middle class) finally established themselves as 
an important part of Slovenian society. 
Recent studes (see note 3) have shown that 
thts newly born social class neither respected 
commercial publishers nor considered book 
publishng a commercial activity. Due to the 
fact that books were one of the cornerstones 
of national identity, a publisher was sup- 
posed to be a man with a cause. More 
precisely, if a writer was supposed to be one 
of the creators and guardans of the national 
identity, a publisher's cause was to serve the 
writer well. Mahng money out of such a 
noble cause d d  not fit the picture. Publishers 
were not considered entrepreneurs who 
contributed to the welfare of society by 
investing capital and knowledge in book 
production, and thus deserving rewards for 
the risks taken. The opposite was the case, 
publishers were considered sinners because 
they made money out of books! 
Research into Slovenian publishmg his tory 
thus directs us to at least one important 
point: from the very begnning of modern 
publishmg, "the social transformation 
brought on by writing and print technolo- 
ges" was deeply connected with anti- 
capitalist and anti-market feelmgs. Bearing in 
mind that books were considered corner- 
stones of national identity, publishing 
hstory should become an integral part of 
any serious attempt to study Slovenian social 
and political hstory, especially Slovenia's 
long-lasting love affair with anti-capitalist and 
anti-market ideologes such as socialism (after 
1945) and catholic corporatism (before 1945 
and after 1991). It is perhaps needless to 
stress that all the peculiarities of Slovenian 
publ ishg history may be clearly seen only 
through comparisons with the publishng 
histories of other European nations, not 
only with the British, who were masters of 
market-based book publishng, but also with 
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smaller European nations who suffered 
from problems sirmlar to those facing 
Slovenia. From h s  point of view, the 
growth of book hstory projects in Europe, 
America and Canada, makes such a task 
easier, and also challenges us to launch a 
s d a r  project in Slovenia. 
Martin Znidersic. "Pregled razvoja 
zaloznistva in knjigotrstva na Slovenskem 
od zacetkov do danes." In: Inzmtivni 
ktrltumloski xbomik: Seminar slovenskega 
jeeka. Ljubljana: Univerza v Ljubljani, 
1995,119-139. 
The latest study was published h s  
year: Martin Znidersic, Gregor Kocjan 
and Darka Podmemk Knjiga. Brala' K, 
Oddehk xa bibliotekarstvo. L j ublj ana: 
Filozofska fakulteta, 2000. Znidersic also 
wrote an interesting article on the role of 
the state in Slovene book publishing, 
whch was appended to h s  study. 
DuSan Moravec. Sodobni tokovi v 
slovenskem ~aloz'niItuu. Ljubljana: DZS, 
1996; and, Mha Kova;. Skrivno z'ivJenje 
knjig, Oddelek xa bibbliotekarstvo. Ljublj ana: 
Filozofska fakulteta, 1999. 
Shakespeare Association 
of America Convention 
Location: Marni, Florida, USA 
Date: 12- 14 Aprd 200 1 
Deadline: 15 December 2000 
SHARP Seminar: 
Shakespeare's Stationers, 1593-2001 - 
Printers, Publishers, Booksellers. 
SHARPhJews readers are invited to submit 
proposals for short presentations from a 
book hstory perspective, to fit withn the 
topics and themes included in the following 
Seminar description: 
The increased resources made possible 
through the revised STC and the on-line 
ESTC have enabled hstorical bibliography to 
take its righthl place alongside analyucal 
bibliography in the study of Shakespeare's 
texts. Ongoing bibliographcal and textual 
studies of individual printers, publishers, 
and booksellers often tend by their very 
nature to be carried out in isolation. T h s  
seminar seeks to bring together that ongoing 
(and isolated) research in its prepublished 
state so that scholars might share with one 
another before publication their theories and 
their methodologes, alongside their findtngs 
and conjectures about particular printers, 
publishers, and stationers. 
Expressions of interest are requested by 
November 1 st - with a proposal deadhe of 
December 15th. Full papers are due by Feb- 
ruary 15th. Please submit proposals or 
enquiries to: 
Thomas L. Berger 
Department of English 
St. Lawrence University 
Canton, New York 1361 7 USA 
Telephone: 31 5.229.5134 
Fax: 31 5.229.5628 
E-mail: tomberger@stlawu.edu 
The Production of Culture: 
The Scottish Press in a National 
and International Context 1800-1880 
Location: The University of Stirling, 
Scotland 
Date: 28-29 July 2001 
Deadline: 1 December 2000 
Organised by The Centre for Publishing 
Studes (University of Stirhg) in association 
with The Centre for the History of the Book 
(University of Edinburgh) and The Centre 
for Edtorial and Intertextual Studies 
(University of Cardff). 
Conference speakers d include: Bill Bell, Ian 
Duncan, Peter Garside, Susan Manning and 
Jane Mdlgate. 
In order to complement work being under- 
taken on volume 3 of A History of the 
Book in Scotland, specific, though not ex- 
clusive, emphasis will be on the period 
1800-1880. 
Whether in the production of literature, the 
establishment of magazines and reviews, 
through fine printing, or the development 
of mass medta, Scotland's contribution to 
the nineteenth century press, both withn the 
nation, and beyond its boundaries, was 
remarkable. The aim of t h s  conference is to 
explore a range of key issues relating to the 
production, circulation, and reception of 
Scottish texts. 
Papers are invited on the following topics: 
Text and image 
Literacy and orality 
Gaelic books and their readers 
Scottish books in Britain and Ireland 
Canon formation 
Scottish newspapers, periodtcals, and 
reviews 
Imperial publishing 
The export of Scottish literature 
Emigration and readtng 
Literature in the marketplace 
Authorshp and literary property 
The reception and use of texts 
The popular and the polite 
kchtval resources 
Historiography 
Methodology 
Proposals of 200-300 words should be sent 
to the conference convener: 
Professor Douglas Mack 
Centre for Publishng Studtes 
University of Stirhg 
Stirhg FK9 4LA Scotland 
E-mail: d.s.mack@stir.ac.uk 
Reading Women: From 
Literary Figures to Cultural Icons 
Deadline: 2 1 September 2000 
Janet Badia and Jennifer Phegley, editors 
Contributions are sought for Readtng 
Women: From Literary Figures to Cultural 
Icons, a collection of essays that explores the 
ways women readers have been represented 
in a variety of meda and hstorical periods, 
such as medieval paintings, nineteenth- 
century novels, and twentieth- century films. 
T h s  collection responds to the recent and 
widespread circulation and commercialnation 
of visual images of the "woman reader" on 
note cards, calendars, coffee mugs, and book 
bags and expands current theories of reader- 
response criticism and reading practices to 
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include the rhetorical and visual construction 
of readers. Our collection asks: What 
sigruficance have images of women readers 
had withtn their own hstorical periods? 
How do these images reflect cultural attitudes 
towards women's literacies, readtng practices, 
and roles in society? How might their 
hstorical context influence our understand- 
ing of the circulation of such images today? 
Does their presence, for example, reflect a 
nostalga for an ideahzed past of middle- 
class leisure and clearly defined gender roles? 
Does the stabhzed image of the "woman 
reader" allow women today to imagme a 
continuity between themselves and the 
women in the images? Does the figure of 
the woman reader serve as an icon of 
feminism and intellectual independence? 
And, just as importantly, how are the 
answers to all of these questions complicated 
by issues of race and class? 
Worlung towards possible answers to these 
questions, essays might consider the 
implications of representing women as 
uncritical readers, as naive readers, as ob- 
sessed readers, as dangerous readers, as 
deviant readers, as escapist readers, as ideal 
readers, as independent readers, and as 
empowered readers, to name only a few of 
the possibilities. Whde attendmg to represen- 
tations of what and how women read, this 
collection will also seek to uncover the 
complexity of such representations and to 
explain the significance of the figure of the 
woman reader. Insofar as Readtng Women 
crosses hstorical, cultural, and national 
boundaries, it d be of interest to scholars, 
teachers, and students working in fields such 
as literary studies, literacy studtes, women's 
studies, cultural studtes, and history. 
Please send one copy of twenty to thrty page 
essays in MLA style to each of the addresses 
below, indicating whether or not the essay 
has been previously published or is under 
consideration for publication elsewhere. 
Please send queries or abstracts by emad: 
lanet Badta 
Department of English, 
The Ohio State University 
421 Denney Hall 
164 West 1 7 th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 USA 
E-mail: badta.3@osu.edu 
Jennifer Phegley 
Department of English & Women's Studtes 
University of Missouri-Kansas City 
106 Cockefair Hall 
5 1 00 Rockhdl Road 
Kansas City, Mssouri 641 10 USA 
E-mail: phegleyj@umkc.edu 
History of the Book: 
the Next Generation 
Location: Mead Hall and the Learning 
Center, Drew University, 
Madtson, New Jersey, USA 
Date: Saturday, 16 September 2000 
Drew University Caspersen School of 
Graduate Studtes presents a Graduate 
Student Conference, sponsored by the 
graduate programs in Modern History and 
Literature and Book History at Drew 
University. 
Special Guest Speakers: 
Elizabeth Eisenstein, Professor Emerita, 
University of Michgan 
Paul Levinson, Professor of Meda 
Studtes, Fordham University 
Thls one-day conference wdl showcase the 
work of new scholars in book hstory. The 
importance of information exchange in our 
society has motivated book hstorians to 
explore the methods and channels through 
whlch that exchange takes place. In this 
conference, a new generation of scholars 
addresses the intellectual, cultural, economic, 
and political issues at play in the authorship, 
production, and distribution of ideas in 
print. Scholars wdl examine such topics as 
copyright, suppression of controversial 
material, authorial power, reader response, 
the impact of dtgtal medta and the internet 
on publishng and readership, religous 
texts, the book arts and the impact of 
paratextual material, the literary marketplace, 
and fine artists' handmade books. They d 
draw on material from the Early Modern era 
to the present. Participating scholars d 
come from a variety of Qsciplines, includtng 
hbrary Science, English Literature, Intellec- 
tual and Cultural History, Religious History, 
Phtlosophy, the Fine Arts, and Communica- 
tions. 
All conference events are accessible. Indtvidu- 
als needmg speclal assistance should contact 
the Housing, Conferences, and Hospitality 
office at 973.408.3103 at least five worlung 
days prior to the conference to ensure proper 
arrangements are made. 
For program information and regstration 
forms, contact Jonathan Rose [jeroseadrew 
edu] or visit our website: 
Group rates have been arranged with the 
Headquarters Plaza Hotel, Morristown: 
800.225.1 941 (from within NJ) or 800.225. 
1942 (from outside NJ). Be sure to say that 
you are part of the History of the Book 
conference group. For more information, 
visit their website: 
T h s  conference is made possible through a 
generous grant from the Gladys Krieble 
Delrnas Foundation. 
Under the Hammer: Book Auctions 
Since the Seventeenth Century 
Annual conference on book-trade hstory 
Location: Birkbeck College and 
Waterstone's Piccaddy, 
London, UK 
Date: 25-26 November 2000 
Conference organisers: Michael Harris, Giles 
Mandelbrote and Robin Myers 
The auction has provided a focus for the 
book trade for over four centuries. To mark 
the twentieth year of publication based on 
the Birkbeck College conferences, h s  primary 
mechanism for the dtstribution of antiquar- 
ian books and related materials wdl be 
investigated by some of the leadmg interna- 
tional speciahsts in book-trade hstory. 
During the conference a visit wrll be made to 
one of the principal London auction houses. 
Speakers and topics are: 
T.A. Birrell, "Books and buyers in 
seventeenth-century English auction 
sales" 
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Arthur Freeman, "The jazz-age library of 
Jerome Kern" 
Michael Harris/Giles Mandelbrote, "The 
organisation of book auctions in late 
seventeenth-century London" 
Arnold Hunt, "The sale of Richard 
Heber's library 1834-1 837" 
Otto Lankhorst, "Dutch book auctions 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries" 
Paul Needham, "Reconsmcting Wdham 
Morris's library of early printing" 
Nigel Ramsay, "The eighteenth-century 
collector and the salerooms" 
Marc Vaulbert de Chanally, "The 
Property of a Distinguished 130isoner: 
Thomas Griffiths Wainewright and the 
Griffiths f a d y  library" 
A full program and further information is 
avdable from: 
Mrchael Harris 
Faculty of Continuing Education 
Birkbeck College 
26 Russell Square 
London WClB 5DQ UK 
Bibliographical Society (UK) 
Grants and Fellowships 2000-2001 
Deadline: 1 December 2000 
The Bibliographical Society invites applica- 
tions from scholars engaged in bibliograph- 
cal research (on, for example, book hstory, 
textual transmission, publishing, printing, 
book-ownershp and book-collecting) for an 
award to be made in the calendar year 2001. 
The Society hopes to make awards both for 
immedate research needs, such as for 
microfhs  or t r avehg  expenses, and for 
longer-term support, for example to assist 
with prolonged visits to libraries and ar- 
chives. It is envisaged that one major award, 
up to a maximum of E2,000, and a number 
of smaller awards will be offered. One or 
more of these awards wdl be particularly 
associated with the Antiquarian Booksellers' 
Association whch has contributed gener- 
ously to the Fund. 
The Society offers a Fredson Bowers Award 
of $1,500, funded by the Bibliographical 
Society of America, and also, in conjunction 
with the Oxford Bibliographcal Society, a 
Falconer Madan Award of up to E500 
for research undertaken in Oxford libraries 
or, under certain circumstances, conducted 
elsewhere upon topics connected with 
Oxford. 
Two referees, famdiar with the applicant's 
work, should be asked to write durectly to the 
address below Successful applicants wdl be 
notified following the meeting of the 
Council of the Bibliographcal Society in 
February 2001. 
In addttion, the Society offers a h t e d  
number of minor grants, of A50 to L200, 
for specific purposes such as the costs of 
travel or microfhng.  Applications for these 
grants may be submitted at any time and 
should be supported by a letter from one 
referee and a statement that the funds 
applied for are avdable from no other 
source. 
Applicants for all awards may be of any 
nationality and need not be members of the 
Society. 
Further information about the Society and its 
interests may be found in its centennial 
publication, Peter Davison, ed., The Book 
Encompassed, (Cambridge University Press, 
1992) or from recent issues of its journal, 
The Lbra7y. See also our website: 
Application forms for both major and minor 
grants are avdable from : 
Dr. Maureen Bell 
Dept. of English Studies 
University of Birmingham 
Edgbaston,Birmingham B 15 273' UK 
Telephone: 0121 414 5679 
E-mail: m.bell@bham.ac.uk 
SHARP2000 Celebrates 
Gutenberg's Birthday 
Submitted by Linda Connors 
SHARP held its eighth annual conference in 
Mainz, Germany from 3 July through 7 July, 
the fust time the conference venue has been 
outside Great Britain or North America. 
The year 2000 is the 60Vh birthday of 
Johannes Gutenberg, Mainz's most famous 
citizen; so it was particularly appropriate that 
book historians meet in Mainz. The work 
of our gracious and courteous hosts, 
Stephen Fiissel and Eike Diirrfeld of the 
Gutenberg Institute for the History of the 
Book, University of Mainz, produced a 
hghly successful conference with a full com- 
plement of plenary sessions, paper presenta- 
tions, and recreational activities. 
The opening plenary session featured 
addresses by Lotte Hehnga on "Printing 
History as Cultural History" and by Paul 
Raabe on "Die Bedeutung der Buchkultur 
fiir Europe". Addtional plenary sessions 
featured lectures by Robert Damton on 
"Books under the British Raj: The Contradic- 
tions of Liberal Imperialism" and Nigel F. 
Palmer on "The Medeval Library ofthe 
Cistercian Abbey of Eberbach." Professor 
Palmer's lecture was delivered at the Eberbach 
Abby as part of a day-long excursion to 
E l d e  and the Abbey, includng a cruise on 
the Rhine and a wine-tasting. 
As is customary at SHARP conferences, a 
broad range of papers and research was 
presented - from panels on early printing in 
Europe to new meda today - with stops 
along the way to consider libraries and their 
communities, access to print in various 
societies, the book as a physical object, and 
the teaching of book hstory, among many 
other topics. One of the conference themes, 
the impact of the new technologes, was 
brought out m papers on electronic publish- 
ing and its impact on publishers and libraries 
and on various digtization projects, 
particularly those associated with Gutenberg's 
4 2 - h e  Bible and other incunabula. In all, 
there were 136 papers in 46 panel sessions - 
a wonderful intellectual feast and great 
stimulus to thought and dscussion. 
In adhtion to the trip to E l d e  and Kloster 
Eberbach, conference participants could 
attend guided tours of the Gutenberg 
Museum's special exhbition "Gutenberg: 
Aventur und Kunst" or of the Deutsche 
Bibliothek in Frankfurt am Main. One 
special activity on July 4& was an organ and 
trumpet recital at St. Peter's Church, the 
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hghlight of which was an improvisation on 
the theme of the Star-Spangled Banner in 
honor of the American national holiday. 
The concert was followed by a reception at 
the Kurfiirsthches Schloss Mainz. 
At the annual meeting, Scott E. Casper 
received the SHARP Book History Prize for 
Constmcting American lives: Biograpb and 
Culture in Nineteenth-Century America 
(University of North Carolina Press, 1999), 
recipients of the Delrnas travel grants were 
recognued, and reports were received from 
Barbara Brannon, Membershp Secretary, and 
Robert L. Patten, Treasurer. Fhese reports 
appear elsewhere in thls issue and the 
forthcoming issue - Ed.] Robert A. Gross, 
American Studies Program, College of 
Wfiarn and Mary, announced that next year's 
conference wdl be held in VCrdhamsburg, 
Virgnia, from 19 to 22 July 2001. In 
addtion to programs on book history, the 
conference d feature special sessions on 
books and libraries in the new rmllennium. 
SHARP Membership Report 
1 July 1999 - 30 June 2000 
Submitted by Barbara A. Brannon, 
Membershp Secretary 
SHARP is a fast-growing organization, as 
three-year membership trends indicate. Year- 
End figures for 1998,1999 and 2000 were 
940,1025 and 11 59 respectively. From 1998 
to 1999, the organization reported a growth 
rate of 12%; the. cumulative two-year 
increase from 1998 to 2000 is 23%. Some 
growing pains are inevitable; SHARP'S 
leadership has taken steps in 2000 to irn- 
prove communication and enhance services 
to members. 
Over the course of the 1999-2000 year, Fuller 
information was requested on the member- 
s h p  renewal form. The form itself has been 
redesigned to make renewals simpler and 
speedier. We now have a database of 1,359 
names (current and expired membershps, 
and friends of book hstory worldwide) that 
has been augmented with telephone and fax 
contact information. The database is search- 
able by area of scholarly interest as a resource 
for the organization's book review edtors, 
amongst others. 
During 1999-2000, SHARP attained truly 
worldwide representation, with members 
from 32 countries on six continents. As 
membership secretary, I am in a position to 
observe some trends not ready revealed by 
our statistics. The publicity generated by our 
journal Book History has drawn interest from 
far-flung quarters and has resulted in new 
membershps, aided retention, and encour- 
aged some conversions of student/unwaged 
membershps to the full rate in order to 
include the journal. Donations to SHARP'S 
endowed h n d  have come in steady, as well, 
in 1999-2000. Due to the growing member- 
s h p  base, we shall be moving to a once-a- 
year membershp renewal cycle (July to June). 
In coming issues of SHARP News, you wdl 
find a list of new members who have joined 
since the last duectory, so that you may add 
their information to your records and 
welcome them to SHARP. We look forward 
to a fruithl year in 2000-2001 and hope for a 
continuation of the robust growth that 
points to the vitality of our endeavors. 
SHARP 2000 Preconference 
Session on Global Bibliography 
Submitted by Jonathan Rose 
On 3 July, 2000 a preconference plenary 
session addressed the need for a global 
on-line book hstory bibliography. 
Drs. Ad Leerintveld and Marieke van Delft, 
edtors of the Annual BibliograpLy ofthe 
History of the Printed Book and Libraries, 
presented a plan to make the information 
compiled in their 28-volume print bibliogra- 
phy avadable in an electronic searchable 
database. They offered a demonstration of 
the project, called Book History Onltne 
(BHO), which contains more than 22,000 
records. BHO is not yet avadable to the 
public, but as it is expanded it wdl be made 
accessible through the website of the 
Koninklijke Bibliotheek, the National Library 
of the Netherlands. 
The sense of the meeting was that SHARP 
should actively support the development of 
BHO. Jonathan Rose Ferose@drewedu] 
will be acting as liaison between SHARP and 
BHO. 
Any SHARP member who would like to 
contribute to thls project should contact: 
Dr. Ad Leerin tveld 
Koninkhjke Bibliotheek 
PO Box 90407 
2509 LK The Hague 
The Netherlands 
Telephone: +3170 3140 320 
Fax: +3170 3140 655 
E-mad: ad.leerintveld@kb.nl 
Les mutations du livre et de 17Cdition dans 
le monde du XVIIIe sikcle a l'an 2000/ 
Worldwide Changes in Book Publishing 
from the 18th Century to the Year 2000. 
Colloque international/International 
Colloquium, Sherbrooke, May 2000 
Submitted by Peter F. McNally, 
McGiU University 
It is indcative of the increasing sophstica- 
tion and complexity of book hstory that an 
international colloquium on the theme of 
publishmg is both necessary and possible: 
necessary, because of the need to synthesize 
research into generalizations transcenchg the 
national and international boundaries of 
western culture; possible, because so much 
book hstory is currently being undertaken 
world wide. 
If one accepts that book hstory has four 
main sub-&visions - creation, production, 
&sttibution, and consumption - then one 
appreciates the colloquium's concentration 
upon dsuibution, despite the other sub- 
&visions regularly insinuating themselves. 
Sixty speakers addressed a somewhat larger 
audence in English and French. The tone 
was francophone, with 60% of the presenta- 
tions being in French and 40% in 13nglish. 
The abstracts, whch were dstributed in 
advance, proved generally helpful but were 
sometimes quite dfferent from the talks. 
Publication of the papers has been promised 
in 2001. Most speakers stayed w i h  the 
twenty minute time allotments. Discussion 
and questions were h t e d  to the end of 
sessions. All the talks were delivered in 
general session. 
The conference was organized around five 
major themes with sub-themes: 
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1. The spread of three European publish- 
ing models throughout the world 
2. International modfications of Euro- 
pean models 
British model 
German model and mixed models 
French model 
3. The development of independent 
publis hlng systems 
The transition to independent pub- 
lis hing sys tems 
Independent systems? 
4. The book and the circulation of ideas 
Religious literature 
Popular literature 
Scientific and educational publishng 
Ferninis t publishng 
Translations 
5. Internationalism of the book tradc 
The confercnce organizers were two Qstin- 
guished francophone academics, one from 
Canada and the other from France: Jacques 
mchon (Groupe de recherche sur l'dcbtion 
littdraire au Qukbec, Universite de Sher- 
brooke) and Jean-Yves Molher (Centre 
d'hstoire culturelle des sociktks contemp- 
oraine, Universiti de Versdcs Saint- 
Quentin-en-Yvehes). 
There was never any doubt about their 
histoire du l iwe  intentions for the colloquium: 
that it ". . d enrich our unders tandmg . . . 
and serve as an initial attempt at producing a 
work of comparative cultural hstory". 
A number of underlying assumptions were 
enunciated in the introduction to the ab- 
stracts. "Begmning with its European 
roots.. .British, French and German publish- 
ing practices.. . spread.. . by means of both 
dtrect and indtrect colonization". The con- 
ference was, therefore, intended to focus 
initially upon the ". . .social and economic 
implication of the colonial situation. . .as well 
as the administrative, political and cultural 
aspects.. .between mctropole and hmter- 
land". Focus was then intended to sh f t  to 
the "process of decolonization.. .the needs 
of smaller communities.. . [and the] social 
and geopolitical factors which influenced 
regional book culture7'. Attention was also 
to bc paid to ". . .conflicts with the home 
countries over areas for juris&ction.. .as well 
as to the ways in whch former colonizers 
competed with each other in the newly 
independent countries". Finally, the confer- 
ence was to consider the impact of world- 
wide book Qstribution and translation upon 
the "circulation of ideas", and the impact of 
world-wide professionalism, technological 
innovation, and mass culture upon tradi- 
tional publishng models. 
Grave doubts soon emerged among speakers 
and audence alike about the neatly laid-out a 
prioriassumptions, particularly the European 
publishng models: 13ritish, French, and 
German. A number of observers questioned 
whether there were actually three separate 
models, or rathcr one model with numerous 
variations. T h s  became a hotly debated topic, 
with lines drawn sharply on both sides. The 
debate was driven by several considerations: 
the failure of the program to acknowledge 
the United States as a major publishng 
model, the reahation that the status of a 
country or culture as a publishng metropolis 
or periphery/hinterland can change over 
time, and the acceptance of there being a 
h t e d  range of underlying economic struc- 
tures for publishng projccts. 
A number of themes emerged from the 
confcrcnce. Some of these are: 
The periphery/hinterland appears to be 
morc interesting, &verse and worthy of 
study than the metropolitan centers. The 
range of local variations seems nearly 
endless, and needs study before meaning- 
h l  generalizations can be made. 
In periphery/hinterland countries, local 
publishng tylll usually account for 30% 
to 40% of book production, with thc rest 
being accounted for by metropolitan 
centers. 
A country or community can be, at the 
same time, both a metropolitan centcr and 
a periphery/hnterland - Canada and 
Harlequin Books being a casc in point. 
Status as a metropolitan center or pe- 
riphery/hmterland can change over time - 
Portugal and Brazil being cases in point. 
Some parts of the world, particularly 
pans of Africa and Asia, continue to have 
significant oral, scribal, and manuscript 
tradtions. 
Some parts of the world employ meth- 
ods other than printing, such as lithogra- 
phy, for textual duplication. 
The oriental book tracbtion is one of 
non-technological determinism. 
Publishng systems, world-wide, can be 
characterized as eclectic, pragmatic, and 
anarchic. 
There is a dstinct difference between 
controlled publishing systems as opposed 
to those run as commercial/ free-enterprise 
systems, whch characterizc the western 
metropolitan model. 
The three dominant publishing types 
are: printers as publishers, booksellers as 
publishers, and publishers as publishers. 
The three dominant commercial sys- 
tems for publishing are: barter, sale, and 
consignment (sale or return). 
A metropolitan publishmg center is 
strengthened by having its language 
community extend beyond national bor- 
ders. 
A community may measure its literacy in 
terms of a metropolitan language, not its 
own vernacular language. 
Mctropolitan publishng plays an 
important role in developing cultural 
communities, world-wide. 
The significance of translations, within 
the publishing proccss, is of great im- 
portance and needs further analysis. 
Quantification does not tell the entire 
story about book production. For in- 
stance, religous book production has an 
importance far beyond its numbers. 
Many national publishng industries 
exist as nichc markets. 
Thcre is an interrelationshp among 
publishmg, Literacy, technology, and mar- 
ke ting. 
There is a parallelism between the devel- 
opment of publishing and libraries, par- 
ticularly public libraries. 
In an effective and wide-ranpg conclusion, 
Jean-Yves Molher covered many major 
points. Although moderating h s  stand 
somewhat, he remained the standard-bearer 
for the three lstinctive European publishing 
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models. Germany was distinctive for being 
the birthplace of printing and for the 
development of book fairs and catalogues. 
Britain was dstinctive because of the impact 
of its commercial and linguistic empire upon 
publishing. France was distinctive in its 
literature and culture and therefore in its 
publishing. As an example of how each 
system worked and manifested its unique 
qualities he discussed almanacs, whch were 
published everywhere. 
Mollter characterized publishers as being 
hstorically less concerned with ideology than 
with accomplishmg great projects - cultural, 
spiritual, or national. He identified variable 
characteristics of publishng such as links 
with printing and government. Clarification 
was provided on the differing roles of 
associations as publishers, and associations 
of publishers. Publishing piracy was 
reconsidered as a positive development 
permitting poorer countries to participate in 
book production. 
Mollier addressed the role of the United 
States as a publishmg metropolis, by arguing 
that its heyday was 1945-1 970. Since then, he 
argued, the publishmg scene has been 
dominated by international conglomerates, 
which are characterized by the profit motive - 
through the cheap production of best sellers 
- rather than by ideology or dedication to 
great projects. He contrasted the faceless, 
anonymous conglomerates of the present, 
with the nineteenth century publishmg 
houses, and their powerful associations, 
which were led by outstanding entrepreneurs 
with great projects. 
In a moving final comment, Molher 
questioned the existence of a global d a g e  
gven the unequal access throughout the 
world to literacy and readmg materials. He 
pleaded for initiatives to overcome these 
inequalities. 
Ann Fabian. The Unvarnished Truth: 
Personal Narratives in Nineteenth- 
Century Amevica. Berkeley, CA and Lon- 
don: University of California Press, 2000.299 
p. ISBN 0520218620 (cloth). $39.95/E19.60 
Even as nineteenth-century, middle-class 
Americans came to irnagme their lives as 
stories worth writing down, so I d  their 
most margnal countrymen. But the 
differences were staggering, and they centered 
on that word "worth". If your life was a 
success, you didn't need to make a living 
sehng its story - so your autobiography 
might be an unpublished document 
written for descendants. Or  a commercial 
publisher might print your life story as a 
primer for the next generation of self- 
makers. Ann Fabian's storytellers had no 
such luxury. A tale of experience was their 
only asset, and mahng it pay could mean 
publishmg and hawking it oneself. Personal 
narrative was at once a commercial act, "a 
refuge for the weak and ruined, [and] a 
means for those deprived of power, 
authority, and education to come before the 
great public" (xii). 
The genius of The Unvarnished Truth lies in 
treating ostensibly Qsparate categories of 
stories - beggars' tales, criminal confessions, 
slave narratives, prisoner-of-war rerninis- 
cences - w i h  a compellmg narrative. Fabian 
emphasizes the common issues these tales 
and their tellers faced. What counts as a 
"true" story, and how can the narrator 
verify that truth? What does it mean to be 
an author when "artlessness" is the prerequi- 
site for readers' belief? And how could such 
margnal figures get into print at all? 
A chronologcal approach grounds each set 
of stories in its particular moral or political 
context. Like pre-modern storytellers, 
beggars of the 1810s and 1820s told their 
stories aloud to potential purchasers. Their 
printed narratives appeared w i t h  a changmg 
Atlantic world economy, in whch local 
communities decreasingly assumed responsi- 
bil~ty for a rising number of wandering poor. 
By the 1840s, philanthropists worried that 
fake beggars would victimize them. Al- 
though criminals' confessions faced less 
suspicion, some convicts managed to 
manipulate their own stories, and jders and 
ministers had their own motives for getting 
those tales into print. Because slaves were 
assumed to lie, an empirically truthful 
narrative helped the fugtive prove his fitness 
for a contract-based, free-labor society, even as 
it furthered the abolitionist cause. In the 
context of minstrel shows, too, "fugtive 
lecturers and blackface performers staged 
competing versions of slavery" (1 08). Civll 
War prisoners adapted portrayals of enslave- 
ment and "blackening" from fugtives' 
narratives, but they borrowed from minstrel 
shows and folk tales to depict the African 
Americans who assisted them in escaping. 
As a result, their narratives "helped recon- 
struct racism for postwar whte Americans" 
(1 19): blackened prisoners became free whte 
narrators who claimed that they, not slaves, 
had suffered worst. 
Historians of the book d Find The 
Unvarnished Truth well worth rea&ng. Close 
analyses of the narratives deftly capture 
moments of exchange, especially listener- 
readers' reactions to beggars' tales. Fabian 
emphasizes throughout that these texts were 
commoQties that had to be printed and 
sold. Best of all, she complicates our 
understandng of authorshp. The narrators' 
margmality required them to be (or seem) 
"artless", and their stories required the 
imprimatur of somebody more respectable 
like whte abolitionists or the Sanitary 
Commission. With the rise of True Story 
magazine in the 1920s, the audience replaced 
these mediators: "To be 'true', a story had 
only to seem so to its readers" (1 71). In 
t e h g  the pre-hstory of our culture of 
self-revelation, Fabian bdant ly  reconstructs 
"the social hstory of a cultural form" (4) that 
usually goes unnoticed beneath our grand 
narratives of the public sphere or the rise of 
modern publishng. 
Scott E. Casper 
University of Nevada, Reno 
Irene C. Goldman-Price and Melissa 
McFarland Pennell, eds. American 
Literavy Mentors. Gainesde, FL: Univer- 
sity Press of Florida, 1999. x, 192 p. ISBN 
0-8130-171 2-2 (cloth). $49.95/k33.37 
Who wouldn't want a mentor? If n o h n g  
else, it ensures easy publication in a festschrift 
somewhere down the road. Most of the 
essays in American Lterar~y Mentors offer 
thoughtful critiques of the actual practice of 
mentorshp. The best analyses are those that 
attend to the manner in whch vexed 
figurations of mentoring appear in literary 
work rather than in their examinations of the 
biographcal circumstances surroundmg 
literary apprenticeshtp. 
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Examples of close reachngs of texts which 
feature mentorlmentee relationshps are 
Melissa McFarland Pennell's insightful 
analysis of Howells's novel, The Minister's 
Apprentice in "Literary Mentoring in 
Howells's Criticism and Fiction", the good 
analysis of Cather's literary work in both 
Deborah Carlin's essay, "Dimensions of 
Mentoringin the Fiction of Wdla Cather" 
and Julie Olin-Ammentorp's compelhng 
"Female Models and Male Mentors in 
Wharton's Early Fiction". These essays 
demonstrate that mentoring was frequently 
portrayed as weighted down with unfair 
expectations. 
For example, Rev. David Sewell from The 
MinisteriApprentice regrets ever having 
encouraged the aspiring but lackluster poet, 
Lemuel Barker. Pennell convincingly argues 
that Howells portrayed Sewell's failure as 
rooted in not tahng the emotional risks 
necessary to show compassion to another 
person, not in encouragng someone with no 
talent. Mentorship could be a vehcle of 
self-realization as much as it could function 
as an act of lundness. 
Carlin's study of Cather expresses some 
surprise that Cather, who had received such 
meaningful mentoring from Sarah Orne 
Jewett, dtd not herself become an active 
mentor. And thus it is perhaps appropriate 
that Jean Frantz Blackwell ends the collection 
with her consideration of Eudora Welty's 
rejection of tradttional mentoring models. 
Indeed, Blackwell argues that Welty's "silent 
mentors7' were Willa Cather and Jane 
Austen, "looming there, subliminally, in her 
imagmative landscape", rather than the 
numerous friends and colleagues with whom 
Welty actually interacted. This argument is 
enriched by sensitive readmgs of Welty's 
literary works; Blackwell usefully compares 
the isolated heroines of Cather's works with 
the restive characters of Welty's writing. 
Nonetheless, in talung such a line of inqulry 
Blackwell does stray from interrogating the 
nuances of mentorshp as practiced in the 
real world. 
For scholars of publishng and literary 
hstory these articles provide access to little 
known correspondence (often between older 
edttors and their younger protigks such as in 
Robert J. Scholnick's "Reese, Stedman, and 
Poetry in Late Nineteenth Century America"). 
In addtion, they illustrate just how entwined 
the literary world was. Or, as in the case of 
Margaret Wooster Freeman's article, "'Essays 
of Affection' Mentorship and Friendship in 
Moore and Bishop", a well-known corre- 
spondence is analyzed with an eye to 
Qfferentiating friendship from mentorship. 
W e  George Parsons Lathrop may have 
declared in the pages of the AtlanticMontbb 
that private cliques d d  not control the 
publishng world and that even prominent 
writers regularly got rejected, it is good to be 
reminded how easy it was to fall into the 
slush pile without the helpful intervention 
of a Stedman, a Howells, or a Marianne 
Moore. 
Susanna Ashton 
Clemson University 
Leslie Howsam. Kegan Paul: A Vktorian 
Imprint: Publishers, Books and Cultural 
Histovy. London: Kegan Paul International; 
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1998. 
xxvi, 21 8 p. ill. ISBN 0-7 103-0605-9 [Kegan 
Paul]; 0-8020-41 26-4 Foronto] $76.50/ 
L45.00 
In tacklmg Charles Kegan Paul and the 
companies associated with h s  name, Leslie 
Howsam has taken on a major Victorian 
publishmg operation, and she resolves the 
problem of writing the history of a publish- 
ing house lachng archval remains whds t 
conutiving to preserve a suitably sceptical 
&stance from the centennial house hstory, F. 
A. Mumby's The Hou~e of Routledge, 1834- 
1934, with a Histor_y of Kegan Pad Trench, 
Triibner and OtberAssociated Fims (1 934). Her 
human cartography looks fairly accurate, with 
two chapters devoted to Henry S. King, 
"Businessman of Letters", and Charles 
Kegan Paul, "pastor to publisher", and apart 
from the unfortunate tendency to interpose 
biographcal and chronologrcal information 
in indtstinctly tabular form, these chapters are 
adrmrable recoveries. 
Three chapters cover the Kegan Paul 
partnerships: the "reputation for serious and 
beautiful books, 1877-1 888", the "financial 
crisis and ... revolution in management" 
during the Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner 
years (1 889-1 9 1 1) and the Kegan Paul "legacy: 
the mahng, consolidation and survival of a 
reputation for serious books". This plan of 
tehng the "two interconnected stories" of 
the personalities and the books they pro- 
duced is driven by Howsam's conviction that 
the central nexus is the publisher's purpose: 
"to bring together the demands of readers 
with the preoccupations of authors" (1). 
Here, it might have been worthwhile to 
have reprinted Kegan Paul's seminal 'The 
Production and Life of Books' (Fortnight4 
Review, 1883), and whtle the space devoted to 
various series (e.g., the Parchment Library) 
and genres (Pulpit Commentary, History and 
Biography, Science and Art) is usehl 
quantitative book hstory, further individual 
case studes would have filled out the picture. 
The relation between W B. Yeats and Charles 
Kegan Paul has been extensively studied 
from surviving records by John Kelly in his 
"Books and Numberless Dreams: Yeats's 
Relations with h s  Early Publishers" in A. 
Norman Jeffares, ed., Eats, Shgo andheland 
(1980), 232-53, an essay not referred to in t h s  
book but which is a model of how such case 
stuches might be developed. Certain outlying 
personalities and operations of the firm 
remain comparatively mysterious (e.g., A. P. 
Sinne tt and George Redway), although the 
current investigation of nineteenth-century 
occult publishing being undertaken by R. A. 
Gilbert wdl no doubt enlarge our knowledge. 
Leslie Howsam places historians of the book 
very much in her debt with h s  imaginative 
and compelhng reconstruction, but it might 
be inferred that she faded to secure the con- 
fidence of the designers of her book, who 
have taken a strange view of ttus text and 
produced a very oddly ordered book as a 
result. Her acknowledgements and lists of 
contents and tables are followed by a 
fourteen-page section of plates printed 
dtngdy onto book pages. Her Introduction (a 
summary of the volume), and five excellent 
chapters follow, but footnotes are regrettably 
not on the page. A useful Chronology and 
Who's Who precede a basic index, but the 
Bibliography promised in the blurb is ab- 
sent. 
Wanvick Gould 
University of London 
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Megan L. Benton. Beauty and the Book: 
Fine Editions and Cultural Distinction in 
A w h .  New Haven and London: Yale 
University Press, 2000. xii, 323 p. dl. ISBN: 
0-300-08213-4 (cloth). $30.00/,E20.00 
Megan L. Benton presents here a compehng 
argument that the extraordmary vogue for 
fine printing in post-World War I America 
emerged as the material and commercial 
result of a crisis of values. Fearing that cheap, 
mass-produced books would inevitably lead 
to the cheapening of standards of taste, fine 
printers and publishers in the 1920s at- 
tempted a rearguard action predcated on the 
idea that books produced with more concern 
for quality than cost could help producers 
and consumers maintain - and enforce - a 
hierarchy of tradttional, genteel cultural 
values. Benton argues, therefore, that the 
activities of fine printers were fundamentally 
paradoxical: founded upon an anti-commer- 
cia1 ethos, the success of the printer's artistic 
and cultural enterprise (which was by def- 
inition outside the nexus of monetary 
valuation) could only be measured by the 
terms imposed by the marketplace. 
Benton begns with Porter Garnett's 
herophantic inauguration of the Laboratory 
Press at the Carnege Institute of Technology 
and winds up with a revealing look at the 
implications of the "audacious pricing of 
Crosby Gaige/Fountain Press books" (229), 
in whch high prices, even for medocre 
books, became the apparent market guaran- 
tee of non-commercial cultural accomplish- 
ment. Benton takes the reader through a 
thorough discussion of physical evidence, 
business and production records and 
practices, and biographcal analyses of leading 
figures. Throughout her analysis, she 
provides ample and fascinating detail, yet also 
manages to keep the larger thematic issues 
well in view, never becoming 10s t in a thicket 
of rninu tiae. 
The sole area where Benton might leave her 
reader yearning for more information is in 
her very brief dscussion of bibliophhc clubs 
(such as the Grolier Club, the Rowfant Club, 
the Club of Odd Volumes, etc.) as targets of 
marketing efforts by fine presses. Some 
addtional hstorical background on these 
clubs, and their relation to American ideas 
about books and book collecting would add 
to her discussion. I hasten to add that its 
absence is by no means fatal. 
Benton also provides a revealing look at 
other conflicts that underpinned the fine 
press movement. Such confhcts include the 
ways in whch artistic, expensive features of 
fine books allowed collectors to dvorce 
ownershp from readmg, and transformed 
books into iconic collectibles and invest- 
ments. The author also scrutinizes the ways 
in whch "[djecisions about price . . . dictated 
production costs" (1 78). Finally, she offers a 
wonderful &scussion of how the means by 
whch the financial success of an elitist project 
guaranteed its eventual co-optation by 
commercialism. Benton forcefully argues 
that the very cultural force that the fine press 
movement intended to counter came back to 
haunt them. "Even as they repudiated the 
consumption-fueled, identity-anxious spirit 
of the 1920s, frne books embodied it" (242). 
Benton concludes her wonderful book with 
thoughts about the meaning of books as 
physical objects and as the vehlcles for 
meaning, leaving the reader with food for 
thought about the future of the book, as 
well as greater insight into the history of the 
book. 
Alison M. Scott 
Harvard College Lbrary 
General 
Naorni S. Baron, Alphabet to Emad How 
Writen English Evolved and Where It? Heading. 
London: Routledge, 2000. 
M. Zerdoun Bat-Yehouda, ed., Lepapier au 
Moyen Age: Histoire et techniques. Turnhout: 
Brepols, 1999. 
Bill Bell, Jonquil Bevan and Philip Bennett, 
eds., Across Boundaries: The Book in Cultare e9 
Commerce. Winchester: St. Paul's Bibliogra- 
phes; New Castle, Del.: Oak Knoll Press, 
2000. 
Vincenzo Colli, ed., Jun'stische Buchproduktion 
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Books. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan 
Press, 2000. 
Arthur F. Marotti and Michael D. Bristol, 
eds., Pn'nt, Manuscript, Peformance: The 
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Anne Mellor, Mothers of the Nation: Women 's 
Political Writing in England, 1 780- 1830. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 
2000. 
James G. Nelson, Publisher to the Decadents: 
Leonard Smithers in the Caners ofBeardslty, 
Wild, Dowson. University Park: Penn State 
University Press, 2000. 
Begn your membership in SHARP, and you d receive the annual Book Histoly, S H A R P  News, and the S H A R P  Membership and Periodicah 
Directory, which is published each summer. Students and unwaged can opt for a rate that does not include a subscription to Book HiJ-tory. We accept 
Visa, Mastercard or cheques in American or British currency, made out to SHARP. Send this form to Barbara A. Brannon, SHARP Membership 
Secretary, PO. Box 5816, Columbia, SC 29250, USA. 
Students and Unwaged 
Name: n Cheque enclosed 0 USICanada: $45.00 $15 
g Britain: ~ 0 . 0 0  0 610 
Address: E::terCard Elsewhere: $50.00 0 $20 U 
Cardholder's Name 
Institution: Card Number Exp.date 
Email: Signature 
Research interests: 
I am donating to the SHARP Endowment Fund. Check here if you wish your g f t  to remain anonymous: 
Check if you prefer not to be included in the SHARP chrectory and SHARP m a h g  lists: 
11
et al.: Volume 9, Number 3
Published by ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst, 2000
SHARP NEWS VOL. 9, NO. 3 
Titia Ram, Magnitude in Marginality: Edward 
Cave and the 'Gentleman S Magaxine 1 73 1 - I 754. 
Overveen: Gottmann & Fainsilber I<atz, 
2000. 
Victor Shea and Wdham Whitla, eds., "Essa_s 
and Reviews' f The 1860 Text and its Reading. 
(Victorian Literature and Culture Series) 
Charlottesde: University Press of Virgma, 
2000. 
Alison Smith, John P e a  and the Caseg Press. 
Alders hot: Ashgate, 2000. 
Mark W. Turner, Trollope and the Magaxines: 
Gendered Issues in Mid- Victorian Britain. New 
York: St. Martin's Press, 2000. 
United States 
Tom Pendergast, Creating the Modern Man: 
AmenGan Maga~nes and Consumer Culture, 
1900- 1950. Columbia: Universitv of 
Culture En Nineteenth-Centtl y America (U niver- 
sity of North Carolina Press, 1999). Leslie 
Howsam, who chaired this year's Committee, 
offered these comments: 
Dr. Casper's book is a cultural hstory of 
the genre that positions biography as both 
a hstorical and literary endeavor. It is 
centrally concerned with the nineteenth- 
century belief in the power of biography, 
both to shape indvidual lives and character, 
and also to help define the national charac- 
ter of the U.S. The biographcal subjects 
and authors discussed are both famous and 
obscure. 
The author uses a rigorous methodology 
- a combination of new hstoricism and 
hstory of the book, whch introduces the 
response of actual readers into the dis- 
course of genre. The work has an innova- 
- - 
Erin A. Smith, Hard-Boiled: Working-Class 
fiaders and PuIp Magaenes. Phdadelp ha:  
Temple University Press, 2000. 
Mtssouri Press, 2000. 
I SHARP NEWS OFNOTE I 
tive structure - five chapters of narraatre 
and analysis, which are interspersed with 
SHARP Book History Prize 
The SHARP Book History Prize Committee 
announced this year's winner of the award at 
SHARP'S annual general meeting in Mainz. 
The winner is Scott E. Casper for h s  
Constructing American Lves: Biography and 
"interludes" designed to capture particular 
moments in the biographcal experience of 
Americans. Subjects of these interludes 
include production, critical reception, the 
experience of the reader, and the experience 
of the biographical subject. Dr. Casper's 
volume is very well written and fulfills its 
aim to restore complexity to the past, whde 
' presenting that complexity in an accessible, 
readable, and engagng style. 
Many congragulations to Dr. Casper. A full 
review of his volume d appear in a forth- 
coming issue of SHARPNews. 
We have received various comments, both 
formal (printed in this issue) and informal, 
about t h s  year's SHARP conference. It is 
apparent that the organizers acheved great 
success, and one of them, Eike Diirrfeld, 
has hndly offered to supply the text of 
some reports about the conference from 
the German press. We shall include a 
summary of these in a future issue, in 
order to provide a further flavor of  yet 
another successful conference in SHARP'S 
hstory. 
I Our eltorial goal is to make S H A R P  I 
Society for the History of Authorship, Reading and Publishing 
University of South Caroha  
PO. Box 5816 
Columbia, SC 29250 USA 
Addrers Services &qt/ested 
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JAMES R. KELLY 
COLLECTION DEVELOPMIM' DIV. 
News as all-inclusive as possible regardtng 
geographic range of the topics and themes 
covered withm its pages. In t h s  issue, we 
are especially pleased to welcome our first 
Guest Comment from Eastern Europe. 
Mha KovaP, whose English is so very 
much better than the e&tor7s Slovenian, 
was endlessly gracious during our e-mail 
exchanges concerning h s  text. His good- 
d exemplifies, in my experience, one of 
SHARP members' strongest characteristics. 
Please continue to get in touch with your 
ideas and comments concerning the news- 
letter. In spite of the proliferation of 
electronic means of communication, we 
are very happy to receive (and to respond 
correspondence in "old-fashioned mode" 
sent to the Canahan editorial address. 
FIRST CLASS 
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PERMIT #I040 
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-- 
W.E.B. [WBOIS LIBRARY, WIV. OF MASSACHUSETTS 
AHIERST MA 01003 
12
SHARP News, Vol. 9, No. 3 [2000], Art. 1
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/sharp_news/vol9/iss3/1
